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Parched on the 
edge of a record 


Pi 


Denver Parks and Recreation workers this week fired up 
unusually warm and dry weather that could harm the trees and grass. Joe Amon, The Denver Post 


By Shannon M. Hoffman 
The Denver Post 


enver plants that are supposed 

to be brown, scraggly and 

dead this time of year are in- 

stead green, flourishing and 

alive. From dandelions and 
pansies to trees and lawns, plants are pop- 
ping up, budding and thriving, clearly feel- 
ing confused about when they’re supposed 
to go dormant this season — if at all. 

A 65-day dry spell has had plants and 
people behaving as if it’s October, not mid- 
December. Unless a storm moving in late 
Wednesday and into Thursday delivers 
precipitation — and forecasters say there’s 
a better-than-even chance — Denver could 
be on its way to breaking its 69-day record 
of no moisture. Should the city stay dry 
through Monday, the streak will have 
reached 70 days. 

It has been so dry that city of Denver 
parks workers this week dusted off their 
tools to aerate grass at Civic Center and 
turned sprinklers back on for a few days to 
help the lawn weather the dry spell. Ex- 
perts recommend giving residential trees 
and shrubs a deep watering, too. 

“You can see the grass is still kind of 
green,” said Scott Gilmore, deputy execu- 
tive director for Denver Parks and Recre- 
ation. “That’s not because we’ve been wa- 
tering it in the last week. It’s because of the 
weather pattern we’ve been experiencing. 
The grass is still thinking it’s almost fall.” 

It’s unusual for the city to irrigate in De- 
cember, Gilmore said. 

“We’re just trying to re-create some of 
the more natural weather patterns,” he 
said. “We’re trying to give them the mois- 
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the sprinklers again at Civic Center to compensate for the 


Groundbreaking for on-ramp 
at Pefia/Tower finally on tap 


Pena/Tower ramp By John Aguilar The Denver Post 


to break ground 

For nearly 23 years, motorists have 
waited for an on-ramp from 
southbound Tower Road to 
westbound Peña Boulevard. The 
project kicks off Monday, and 
planners say the addition will spur 
more development in nearby cities. 


Nearly 23 years after Denver Interna- 
tional Airport sent its first flight skyward, a 
critical but missing on-ramp at the nearby 
intersection of Tower Road and Peña Bou- 
levard will finally break ground next week. 

The ramp, expected to take a year to com- 
plete, will not only provide long-sought ac- 
cess to westbound Peña Boulevard for the 


aus © E. 88th Ave! thousands who use two sprawling satellite 
g TA ee N | parking lots on Tower Road every day, but it 
USAirport © Parking promises to boost economic fortunes in 
Parking — = a Denver’s northern suburbs and turn what 
: ` has been a local route into a regional trans- 
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on-ramp 


our turn now,” Commerce City Mayor Sean 
Ford said. “This ramp won’t just be for ac- 


DIA “We have waited for our turn — and it’s 


3 b— Current cess for motorists — it will be an opportu- 
ic access nity for business to develop on Tower 
Ic » 
£ route Road. 

E. 56th Ave. Aurora Mayor Steve Hogan, who helped 


spearhead construction of E-470 a quarter- 
century ago and still serves on the public 
highway authority’s governing board, char- 
acterized the Peña/Tower interchange as a 
“regional interchange.” 

“Tower serves as a major north-south 
thoroughfare on the east side of the metro 
area,” he said. “The interchange is a region- 
al project, so to have it completed is a plus 
for the region.” 


The Denver Post 


RAMP »6A 


ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


GOP 


relief 
over 


loss 


Despite a shrinking lead in 
D.C., many Republicans 
prefer the outcome to an 
ethics mess with Moore. 


By Steve Peoples 
and Alan Fram 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» Weary national 
Republicans breathed a collective 
sigh of relief Wednesday, a day af- 
ter voters knocked out their own 
party’s scandal-plagued candi- 
date in deep-red Alabama. Yet all 
is not well in a party confronted 
with new rounds of infighting and 
a suddenly shrinking Senate ma- 
jority heading into next year’s 
midterm elections. 

A semi-humbled President 
Donald Trump conceded that Roy 
Moore’s loss was not his pre- 
ferred outcome. He said he 
“would have liked to have had the 
seat” and an important Senate 
vote as he and GOP lawmakers 
scratch for legislative victories. 

But he also acknowledged: “A 
lot of Republicans feel differently. 
They feel very happy about the 
way it turned out.” 

Indeed, it was easy to find es- 
tablishment-minded Republicans 
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FIVE-YEAR STUDY 


Fracking raises 
risks of low 
birth weight 


By Darryl Fears 
The Washington Post 


Living within half a mile of a hy- 
draulic fracturing site carries a se- 
rious risk for pregnant women, a 
new study says. The drilling tech- 
nique, also known as fracking, in- 
jects high-pressure water laced 
with chemicals into underground 
rock to release natural gas. 

Women who lived within half a 
mile of fracking operations in 
Pennsylvania were 25 percent 
more likely to give birth to low- 
weight infants than expecting 
mothers who lived more than 2 
miles beyond the sites. 

The five-year study of more 
than 1.1 million births in the state, 
published Wednesday in the jour- 
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